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Incredible Guatemala
2,320.00

Throughout the country, vibrant colors of blues, reds, and yellows capture a

history that transcends time in techni-color. The last stronghold of the

Mayan civilization, Guatemala remains central to traditions that date back

thousands of years.

Begin your adventure back in time in one of the Maya's largest central cities

in Tikal National Park. Then splash into nature with a tubing adventure within

Alta Verapaz's complex cave system at B'omb'il Pek and refresh in the

sublime natural pools in Semuc Champey. Witness striking mountain

scenery and incredible cenotes in a rural and traditional Highland visit in

Huehuetenango (the place of way-way). Travel to the enchanting Lake

Atitlan, and complete your visit in the iconic colonial city of Antigua.



Trip Summary

Transfer - Guatemala City Airport to In&Out Hotel. - Guatemala City, EN.

In & Out Hotel, EN.

4:00 AM Transfer - From In & Out Hotel to Guatemala City Airport.

6:20 AM Flight from Guatemala City to Flores, Petén. - Flores Island, EN., The Department Of Peten, EN.

7:15 AM Transfer - Flores Airport to Tikal National Park.

9:00 AM Experience Tikal, EN.

3:00 PM Hotel Tikal Inn - Peten, EN.

7:00 AM Transfer - Tikal National Park to Cobán.

11:00 AM B'omb'il Pek, Tubing, EN. - Semuc Champey, EN., Alta verapaz, SP.

6:00 PM Park Hotel - Cobán , Alta Verapaz, EN. - Coban EN.

8:00 AM Semuc Champey, EN. - Semuc Champey, EN.

8:00 AM Transfer - Coban to Huehuetenango.

3:00 PM Unicornio Azul - Highlands, EN. - Huehuetenango, EN

7:00 AM Cenotes of Candelaria, Huehuetenango, EN.

1:00 PM Cimarron Hole, Huehuetenango, EN.

8:00 AM Transfer - Huehuetenango to Lake Atitlán (Panajachel).

4:00 PM Dos Mundos Panajachel - Lake Atitlan, EN. - Lake Atitlán, EN.

8:00 AM Visit the Villages around Lake Atitlán by Boat, EN.

3:00 PM Transfer - Lake Atitlan (Panajachel) to Antigua Guatemala. - Antigua Guatemala, EN.

6:00 PM Posada Los Bucaros, EN.

Day 1 - Welcome to Guatemala!

Day 2 - Explore Tikal

Day 3 - B'omb'il Pek Expedition

Day 4 - Indulge in Semuc Champey

Day 5 - Transcend Time in Huehuetenango

Day 6 - Sacred Waters of Candelaria

Day 7 - Discover the Highlands

Day 8 - Enchanting Lake Atitlan
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9:00 AM Explore the Villages of Antigua by Bike, EN.

2:00 PM Experience Antigua Walking Tour, EN. - Antigua Guatemala, EN., La Merced, EN, Iglesia de San
Francisco el Grande, EN, Iglesia del Carmen, EN, Arco de Santa Catalina, EN. , Casa del Jade, EN.

Transfer - Antigua to Guatemala City Airport.

Day 9 - Authentic Antigua

Day 10 - Farwell
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Day 1 - Welcome to Guatemala!

Transfer - Guatemala City Airport to In&Out Hotel.
Meet & Greet: Our representative will await your arrive just outside of the airport, holding a sign with

your name and professionally dressed in a Columbus Luxury Travel uniform. Upon arrival, you will be

presented with a Welcome Pack with general information about your stay and the unforgettable

destinations you will be visiting.

In & Out Hotel, EN.
Bed & Breakfast

We want you to rest as you deserve, that is why now you have a new option for you to stay, where you

can relax, rest and forget your stress during your stay, we are waiting for you!

Guatemala City, EN.
Guatemala, Guatemala, GT

Guatemala City is the largest city in Central America, and its official name is Nueva Guatemala de la
Asunción, considered as the seat and seat of the public powers of the Republic of Guatemala, as well as the
seat of the Central American Parliament. The city is located in the center-south area of the country and has a
large number of green areas. According to the last census conducted in the city, 2,450,212 people live, but
considering its metropolitan area according to the National Institute of Statistics, it reaches an estimated
4,703,865 inhabitants by 2018. Which makes it the most populated and extensive agglomeration of the
population. urban area in Central America.

Nueva Guatemala de la Asunción is the fourth settlement of the capital of the Kingdom of Guatemala. The
reason for their transfer to the Hermitage Valley were the Santa Marta earthquakes, which largely destroyed the
city of Santiago de Guatemala, the former capital of the Kingdom of Guatemala. The transfer order was decreed
on December 1, 1775 and on January 2 of the following year there was a meeting for the first time in the
municipal council of the new city. A plaque, which is in front of the Parroquia de la Santa Cruz, just at the
beginning of the Milla y Vidaurre road, named after the writer and diplomat José Milla y Vidaurre,
commemorates this event. The name of the new city was decreed by the King of Spain on January 23, 1776.

Its development has been affected on numerous occasions by natural disasters, mostly earthquakes, which
have devastated the city and its surroundings, receding in the years of development. The last year was
construction under construction, as well as historical relics such as the churches of Our Lady of Mercy, La
Recolección, Nuestra Señora del Cerrito del Carmen, the first church built in the valley around 1620, and the
Central Market Building.
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Day 2 - Explore Tikal

4:00 AM - Central Time - 15 min
Transfer - From In & Out Hotel to Guatemala City Airport.

6:20 AM - Central Time - 1 hr
Flight from Guatemala City to Flores, Petén.

AIRLINE

TAG
FLIGHT NUMBER

5U116
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7:15 AM - Central Time - 1 hr 15 min
Transfer - Flores Airport to Tikal National Park.

Flores Island, EN.
Flores, Department of Peten, GT

The Island of Flores and Santa Elena de la Cruz form a city, which together with the central area of the
Municipality of San Benito, are part of one of the Petén areas in which economic activities of commerce,
tourism and industry are concentrated.

Isla de Flores Peten photo by Carlos Echeverria - La Isla de Flores, Petén
Isla de Flores, Peten - photo by Carlos Echeverria
In the Pre-Columbian period, Flores was a city of the Mayan civilization called Tayasal.

According to archaeological investigations, carried out in 1992, the island had an occupation of approximate
date, from the year 300 BC.

Flores is connected to the mainland by an artificial land isthmus that makes the city a small peninsula and
serves as a means of communication with Santa Elena and San Benito. This is the starting point for a wide
variety of tourist destinations, including Tikal, Ixpanpajul, El Mirador, Actún Kan Caves, etc.

Flores is connected to the mainland by an artificial land isthmus that makes the city a small peninsula and
serves as a means of communication with Santa Elena and San Benito; and it is the starting point for a great
variety of tourist destinations, among them Tikal, Ixpanpajul, El Mirador, Actún Kan Caves, etc.

Flores is a relatively small island that serves as a place of employment for many local people, its action as an
urban center of the department means that it shares its population in fact with other neighboring municipalities
to add a population of about 22,600 inhabitants.

The Department Of Peten, EN.
Peten, Tikal, Petén Department, GT

Location: Most northwest department in Guatemala, bordering Belize and Mexico

Landscape: Huge expanse of tropical rainforest, swamps and savannah forms part of an untamed wilderness
that stretches into the Lacandón forest and collects Maya cities from late pre-classic and classic period (400
B.C. to 900 A.D.).
Fun Facts: The Department of Petén occupies approximately 1/3 of Guatemala’s area. It’s population
represents only about 4% of Guatemala’s total population.

What you will see: The UNESCO World Heritage Site, Tikal National Park, is located within the Petén
Department. This 360 square mile protected national park is located on the edge of the “Reserva de la Biósfera
Maya”, where a large assortment of animal species can be found. The park’s main attribute is the ruins of an
ancient Mayan city, Tikal (Tik’al). The city was likely called Yax Mutal by its inhabitants and is one of the
largest urban centers and archeological sites of the Maya Civilization, dating back to the 4th Century BC. Other
places of interest within the Petén Department are Yaxha and Topoxte. Although these sites are not as popular
as “Tikal” or “El Mirador”, they were still very powerful in their time and very beautiful. Yaxhá is located over a
hill surrounded by the Sacnab and Yaxhá lagoons. It is inside a zone of two square kilometers, where more
than 1700 structures have been identified (Hermes, et al., 1999). The site was inhabited by the Maya
civilization since the Pre-classic period (1500 B.C. – 250 A.C.) through the Classic period (250-950 A.C.).

Wildlife: Commonly found within the Petén Department are agouti, coatis, gray fox, spider monkeys, howler
monkeys, harpy eagles, falcons, ocellated turkeys, guans, toucans, green parrots and leaf-cutting ants. Other
animals that make their home in this region are the Jaguar, jaguarundi, and cougars.
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9:00 AM - Central Time
Experience Tikal, EN.
The national park of Tikal is a protected area about 576 square kilometers, on the edge of the large

“Reserva de la Biósfera Maya”. Animal species that can be found include the howler and spider

monkeys and toucans and parakeets. Exploring Tikal will help you discover the Mayan spiritual and

universe vision. The overwhelming harmony hides one of the most important and majestic cities from

Mayan Time.

3:00 PM - Central Time
Hotel Tikal Inn - Peten, EN.
Hotel Tikal Inn is located at Tikal National Park in the Peten region of Guatemala. It sits on the edge of

the jungle only a ten minute walk from the center of the Mayan Ruins (Plaza Mayor).

The Inn's traditional Mayan architecture provides a comfortable setting to relax, bird watch, and enjoy

the natural beauty of Tikal National Park.

Page 7 of 19



Day 3 - B'omb'il Pek Expedition

7:00 AM - Central Time - 7 hr
Transfer - Tikal National Park to Cobán.

11:00 AM - Central Time - 1 hr
B'omb'il Pek, Tubing, EN.
The Limestone Mountains in Northern Alta Verapaz are full of magnificent caves. The name B'ombi'l

Peq (Bombil Pek) Caves, means “Piedra Pintada” in Spanish, which translates to Painted Stone in

English. The cave system, located in Chisec, Guatemala within the Department of Cobán, is

considered sacred to the surrounding community, El Porvenir. Experience the excitement of tubing

within an astonishing complex system of caverns.
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6:00 PM - Central Time
Park Hotel - Cobán , Alta Verapaz, EN.
Park Hotel has the capacity to house an approximate 300 people in its different types of rooms. Being

accommodated in simple rooms up to quintuple. All rooms and bathrooms are spacious, allowing the

traveler comfort during their stay in Cobán. All rooms have privileged views either to the Ponti dei

Sospiri or gardens.

Semuc Champey, EN.
Semuc Champey, Alta Verapaz, GT

Semuc Champey (where the river hides under the stones), is a natural enclave near the Guatemalan
municipality of Lanquín (12 km approximately south of Lanquín), in the department of Alta Verapaz, Guatemala.
In the same place, in the middle of a tropical forest is a natural limestone bridge about 300 meters long through
which the Cahabón River flows and where we are are a lot of pools of 1 to 3 m deep , whose turquoise color or
jade color changes throughout the year, varying with the weather, the sun and other natural factors. At the end
you can see the Cahabón River as it enters a limestone cavern, a very dangerous area to approach within the
river by the force of water, you can only observe this natural geographic phenomenon at a distance.
The region’s prime attraction and one of the most beautiful natural destinations in Guatemala. Semuc
Champey’s shallow staircase of sublime turquoise pools can be viewed atop the 30m natural limestone bridge.

Alta verapaz, SP.
Alta Verapaz, GT

Ubicación: El departamento de Alt Verapaz se encuentra en la parte centro norte de Guatemala. Limita con el
departamento de El Petén al norte.
Paisaje: esta región de selva está compuesta por varias reservas naturales importantes y hogar de muchas
especies de vida silvestre.

Lo que verá: las cascadas impresionantes en la Reserva Natural Ram Tzul; La escalinata de Semuc Champey
de sublimes piscinas color turquesa, que se puede ver encima del puente de piedra caliza natural de 99 pies;
Las montañas de piedra caliza de Candelaria, llenas de cuevas; el lago circular del Parque Nacional Laguna
Lachúa rodeado por una densa jungla tropical; La Reserva del Bosque Nuboso Chelemhá, ubicada dentro de la
cordillera Yalijux, está influenciada por un régimen climático dominado por el Mar Caribe y alberga una
precipitación anual de 160 pulgadas. El bosque filtra grandes cantidades de agua de las nubes creando un
árbol de hoja perenne, muy húmedo bosque de hoja ancha, que es un elemento principal del bosque nuboso.
El bosque nuboso prístino de Chelemhá reserva alberga una altura promedio de dosel de casi 100 pies.

Fauna: mono aullador guatemalteco, ciervo de collar, pejerrey de collar, paca, puercoespín mexicano, zorro
gris, cacomistles, kinkajous, pumas y jaguares. El Quetzal, el ave nacional de Guatemala, también se puede
encontrar solo dentro de los bosques nubosos, que están ubicados dentro del Departamento de Alta Verapaz.
También se encuentran dentro de estos hotspots de biodiversidad aves como el arrendajo de garganta negra,
las tierras altas de Guan, las gemas de montaña de garganta verde y el Motmot de garganta azul.
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Day 4 - Indulge in Semuc Champey

8:00 AM - Central Time - 6 hr
Semuc Champey, EN.
The region’s prime attraction and one of the most beautiful natural destinations in Guatemala. Semuc

Champey’s shallow staircase of sublime turquoise pools can be viewed atop the 30m natural limestone

bridge. You can arrange your day activity with the Hotel . 

Not included: entrance fee to Semuc Champey national park Q50.00 per person.

Day 5 - Transcend Time in Huehuetenango

Coban EN.
Coban, Alta Verapaz, GT

Welcome to nature! Alta Verapaz's Coban is the most wet and the greenest area of Guatemala’s highlands.
The highlands occupy the land to the north. Cobán is a highland city in Guatemala’s central cardamom- and
coffee-growing region. Parque Central square is dominated by the huge, 16th-century Catedral de Santo
Domingo, with its whitewashed facade, which was rebuilt after an earthquake. El Calvario Temple is a hilltop
church offering panoramic views over the town.

Semuc Champey, EN.
Semuc Champey, Alta Verapaz, GT

Semuc Champey (where the river hides under the stones), is a natural enclave near the Guatemalan
municipality of Lanquín (12 km approximately south of Lanquín), in the department of Alta Verapaz, Guatemala.
In the same place, in the middle of a tropical forest is a natural limestone bridge about 300 meters long through
which the Cahabón River flows and where we are are a lot of pools of 1 to 3 m deep , whose turquoise color or
jade color changes throughout the year, varying with the weather, the sun and other natural factors. At the end
you can see the Cahabón River as it enters a limestone cavern, a very dangerous area to approach within the
river by the force of water, you can only observe this natural geographic phenomenon at a distance.
The region’s prime attraction and one of the most beautiful natural destinations in Guatemala. Semuc
Champey’s shallow staircase of sublime turquoise pools can be viewed atop the 30m natural limestone bridge.
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8:00 AM - Central Time - 6 hr
Transfer - Coban to Huehuetenango.

3:00 PM - Central Time
Unicornio Azul - Highlands, EN.
Hidden in one of these many magic corners of the Sierra de los Cuchumatanes , in the middle of

unusual and rugged landscapes of height and dazzling views, you will find a cozy traditional house in

the middle of the authentic rural Guatemala.

Huehuetenango, EN
Huehuetenango, GT

Huehuetenango is a municipality and departmental capital of the department of Huehuetenango. It has a
territorial extension of 204 square kilometers, and has a municipal seat, twenty villages and twenty-five
hamlets.

During the colonial era it was the convent and doctrine of "Concepción de Güegüetenango" in charge of the
Mercedarian friars, and when these had to deliver their doctrines to the secular clergy in 1754, it became one of
the eleven curates of the Province and Mayor of Totonicapam, which in 1770 was visited by Archbishop Pedro
Cortés y Larraz who made his pastoral visit in those years.

After the Independence of Central America in 1821, it was head of the circuit of the same name in the district
No. 9 (Totonicapán) for the delivery of justice, in the territory of the department Totonicapán / Huehuetenango.
Then, in 1838, it was part of the territory of the State of Los Altos that liberal creoles created in western
Guatemala, but it was retaken by force by the Guatemalan conservative general Rafael Carrera in 1840.

Its climate is cold and its titular celebration is celebrated the 16 of July, in honor to the Virgin of the Carmen. Its
foundation as a municipality was on November 23, 1866.
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Day 6 - Sacred Waters of Candelaria

7:00 AM - 10 hr
Cenotes of Candelaria, Huehuetenango, EN.
The cenotes of Candelaria have a depth of 30 meters. The first of the cenotes has a diameter of

approximately 80 meters, looking like a mirror. According to the locals, one of the cenotes is more than

35.000 years old.

For the population of Huehuetenango, the waters of the cenotes are sacred. Depending on the

seasons of the year, the time and the winds, the water normally changes color. Sometimes the colors

are distinguished from the blue to turquoise and green.

1:00 PM - 1 hr
Cimarron Hole, Huehuetenango, EN.
The Cimarron is a giant hole. Its depth is about 200 meters and its diameter is 170 meters.

It is believed that the forest, completely still at the bottom of the hole, is fed by a stream that could be a

branch of the lakes of Monte Bello, located a few kilometres away. The forest is a refuge for several

species of birds and, according to residents of nearby communities, it is also inhabited by wild animals.

According to the inhabitants of Nentón, the scientific information about this geographical formation and

the forms of life that exist inside it is almost nil.
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Day 7 - Discover the Highlands

8:00 AM - Central Time - 6 hr
Transfer - Huehuetenango to Lake Atitlán (Panajachel).

4:00 PM - Central Time
Dos Mundos Panajachel - Lake Atitlan, EN.
Hotel Dos Mundos is a full service hotel complete with swimming pool, restaurant, café, bar

and conference room. We are locate in Panajachel one block from the shores of Lake Atitlán,

considered by many the most beautiful lake in the world.

Day 8 - Enchanting Lake Atitlan

Lake Atitlán, EN.
Panajachel, Sololá Department, GT

Location: Guatemala Highlands.

What you will see: Many traditional Mayan lakeside communities are found near Atitlán. The inhabitants of the
area still dress in customary garb and practice many traditions of their culture, some with a fusion of Spanish
influence, including the worship of Maximón.

Fun Facts: This volcanic crater lake is the deepest lake in Central America, and renowned as one of the most
beautiful lakes in the world. Multiple Mayan archeological sites have been discovered at the lake; the latest
Mayan “underwater city” (located 55 feet below the lake’s level) discovered, dates back to the late pre-classic
period.
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8:00 AM - Central Time - 4 hr
Visit the Villages around Lake Atitlán by Boat, EN.
Gain exclusive access to hidden treasures known only to local guides and immerse yourself in the

diversity of local cultures. 

San Juan La Laguna: This tiny pueblito is home to cooperatives that sell traditional textiles, paintings,

weavings and other Guatemalan goodies that serve as great souvenirs. Being one of the less-visited

towns around the lake, San Juan offers a more authentic, Guatemalan experience by hosting the

origins of cotton, the museum offers a unique insight into the process from the creation of yarn and

dyeing into distinct clothing acording to the maya group.

Santiago Atitlán: is famous for the neighborhood house where the deity Maximón resides for the

current year, being an excellent example of the guatemalan syncretism. Santiago Atitlán is home of the

Cojolya Weaving Center and Museum, founded by the Cojolya Association of Maya Women Weavers. 

3:00 PM - Central Time - 2 hr 30 min
Transfer - Lake Atitlan (Panajachel) to Antigua Guatemala.
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6:00 PM - Central Time
Posada Los Bucaros, EN.
At Posada Los Búcaros, Los Búcaros is ideal and what you are looking for is a quiet, comfortable, safe

stay with affordable rates and personalized attention. This 150 year old Antiquarian House has been

restored to make it The Perfect Inn for our visitors, its colonial details, transportation, the past, the

discovery of every corner, the world of history. 24-hour reception, private bathrooms with hot water,

Cable TV, safe, luggage storage, laundry, free internet, medical directory, purified water and

complimentary coffee, equipped kitchen and private parking.

Day 9 - Authentic Antigua

9:00 AM - Central Time - 4 hr
Explore the Villages of Antigua by Bike, EN.

Antigua Guatemala, EN.
Antigua Guatemala, Sacatepéquez, GT

Population: At Antigua’s peak in the mid 18th century, prior to moving the capital, Antigua was home to 60,000;
now 45,669

Location: Central Highlands of Guatemala; departmental capital of Sacatepéquez Department; approximately
24 miles from Guatemala City

Elevation: 5,029 feet

Significance: Served as the capital of the Kingdom of Guatemala prior to moving the capital in 1773 to
Guatemala City, due to the constant tremors and damaging earthquakes in September and December of that
year. La Antigua has been named by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site and is a central location for many
visitors.

What you will see: Santa Catalina Arch; Volcán de Agua; Volcán de Fuego; Acatenango Volcano; San
Francisco church and ruins; Santo Domingo ruins; La Merced church and ruins; Antigua’s market days.

Fun Facts: Panza Verde, or green belly was the name given to those that remained in Antigua after the capital
was moved to Guatemala City. It is said that the people received this name because of their reliance on
avocadoes for a food source after the damage to the city from earthquakes. Founded in 1542, Antigua was the
first planned city in the Americas, structured on a rigid grid pattern, and is easily recognized by its cobblestone
streets.
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This bike tour brings you to visit colonial villages around Antigua, including the former Capital from

Guatemala "Ciudad Vieja", enjoy panoramic views, Macadamia nut farm, coffee plantations and visit

the famous textiles & handicrafts market of San Antonio Aguas Calientes. 

Enjoy a typical meal with a local family (Included).

2:00 PM - Central Time - 3 hr
Experience Antigua Walking Tour, EN.
The first day around Antigua you will enjoy the harmonic combination of past and present. You will visit

ancient buildings that once were convents, monasteries, and churches. This will be the most beautiful

introduction to the Guatemalan lifestyle, tradition and culture. Visit San Francisco church and ruins,

Santo Domingo ruins, La Merced church and ruins, the street with the famous Santa Catalina Arch and

buildings around the Main Square (Municipality, Palace, Cathedral).
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Antigua Guatemala, EN.
Antigua Guatemala, Sacatepéquez, GT

Population: At Antigua’s peak in the mid 18th century, prior to moving the capital, Antigua was home to 60,000;
now 45,669

Location: Central Highlands of Guatemala; departmental capital of Sacatepéquez Department; approximately
24 miles from Guatemala City

Elevation: 5,029 feet

Significance: Served as the capital of the Kingdom of Guatemala prior to moving the capital in 1773 to
Guatemala City, due to the constant tremors and damaging earthquakes in September and December of that
year. La Antigua has been named by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site and is a central location for many
visitors.

What you will see: Santa Catalina Arch; Volcán de Agua; Volcán de Fuego; Acatenango Volcano; San
Francisco church and ruins; Santo Domingo ruins; La Merced church and ruins; Antigua’s market days.

Fun Facts: Panza Verde, or green belly was the name given to those that remained in Antigua after the capital
was moved to Guatemala City. It is said that the people received this name because of their reliance on
avocadoes for a food source after the damage to the city from earthquakes. Founded in 1542, Antigua was the
first planned city in the Americas, structured on a rigid grid pattern, and is easily recognized by its cobblestone
streets.

La Merced, EN
6a. avenida norte, La Antigua Guatemala, Sacatepéquez, GT

La Iglesia de la Merced is a Catholic church located in the city of Antigua Guatemala in Guatemala. The
architect Juan de Dios Estrada was in charge of its construction since 1749. The temple was inaugurated in
1767.

Iglesia de San Francisco el Grande, EN
7a. Calle Oriente, La Antigua Guatemala, Sacatepéquez, GT

The Church of San Francisco el Grande is located in the city of La Antigua Guatemala. The first sanctuary was
built in the middle of the sixteenth century, but it suffered deterioration in the year 1565 due to a strong
earthquake. The current church was built in 1702 by Diego de Porres and was destroyed by the earthquakes of
1717, 1751 and 1773.

After being abandoned it was damaged by the earthquakes of 1874 and 1917, until finally, the church was
rebuilt during the second half of the twentieth century, after the Guatemalan state allowed the regular orders to
have property in the country again and that s the Franciscans will be returned to the complex in 1967. The
church is particularly known for housing the tomb of Pedro de San José de Betancur, a missionary in
Guatemala and a saint of Spanish origin.

Iglesia del Carmen, EN
La Antigua Guatemala, Sacatepequez, GT

The Church of Our Lady of Carmen was a lavish Catholic church in the city of Santiago de los Caballeros de
Guatemala, destroyed by the Earthquakes of Santa Marta in 1773. Despite the almost total destruction of the
temple, its facade was in good condition and since then it has been admired as an example of the Guatemalan
seismic baroque.

This religious building, for the sake of simplicity, was called "Iglesia del Carmen", the name that followed when
the Carmelite nuns moved to Guatemala City after the earthquakes of 1773.
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Day 10 - Farwell

Transfer - Antigua to Guatemala City Airport.
At your convenience, we will pick you up at your hotel to transfer you to the international airport.

Please keep in mind that for your international flight, you should arrive 2 hours prior to your flight's

departure.

Thank you for having traveled with Columbus Luxury Travel!

Arco de Santa Catalina, EN.
5a Avenida Norte, Antigua Guatemala, Sacatepéquez, GT

It is one of the most recognized places in the city of Antigua Guatemala. It is visited by miles of tourists who
come to the city that has been declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. He belonged to the nuns inmates
of the convent of Santa Catalina Virgen y Mártir, but after the forced transfer of the capital of the General
Captaincy of Guatemala from the Knights of Guatemala to the Nueva Guatemala de la Asunción after the
Earthquakes of Santa Marta in 1773, the structure was abandoned. The Santa Catalina Arch, Convent Cloister
and the nave of the Church make up the monumental complex of the Old Convent of Santa Catalina Virgen y
Mártir; of which the arch and nave of the church are owned by the municipality of Antigua Guatemala and the
convent cloister is privately owned. The old cloister passed into private hands at the beginning of the nineteenth
century while the arch and the ruins of the church were abandoned. The arch was reconditioned in the 1890s
by the government of General Manuel Lisandro Barillas Bercián and he built a turret on it to place a clock.

Casa del Jade, EN.
La Antigua Guatemala, GT

The word jade refers to two different minerals: jadeite and nephrite, both of group VIII (inosilicates), according to
the classification of Strunz. To be considered as jade, both must be present as aggregates in the form of very
fine granules or interlaced fibers.

The Jade Nefrita, very common in Asia, is often called Chinese Jade, because with this beautiful carved pieces
are made with various motifs such as Buddhas, dragons and snakes, as well as some oriental symbols.
Similarly, large deposits of Jade Nefrita are found in places such as: British Columbia, Canada; Alaska and
Wyoming, The United States; Australia and New Zealand, where it is known as "The Green Stone".

The other type of Jade identified by the Gemologists is the Jade Jadeite, which is a scarce and difficult type of
Jade. It can basically be found in four places in the world: Myanmar or the Ancient Burma, Japan, Russia and
Guatemala.

The difference between these two types of jade lies in the chemical composition and hardness. Using the Mohs
scale, where the diamond is the hardest with a scale of 10, the hardness of Jade Nephrite ranges between 6.0
and 6.5, while the hardness of Jadeite Jade reaches between 7.0 and 7.5 degrees on the same scale.

Jade has been used to make a variety of products, and has acquired the reputation of being a good luck charm.
For more than 5,000 years in China and Mesoamerica, jade has been used as material to manufacture utensils
and ornaments; It has also been used to make weapons and tools due to its hardness and resistance.
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