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San Francisco el Alto
320.00 per person

Through textiles and ideology we will share with you why the Maya Culture

that has been named one of the Mother Cultures of Humanity. You have the

opportunity to set atop a gorgeous hill overlooking Quetzaltenango Valley,

San Francisco El Alto, which must be seen to believe. From the town you

can see the entire valley below on a clear day and the Santa Maria volcano.

The San Francisco el Alto market is full of farm and domestic animals,

textiles and fabrics from traditional wear, and many different vegetables.

According to historian, Horacio Cabezas, the San Francisco el Alto market is

“the largest and biggest in Central America”.



Trip Summary

San Francisco el Alto - Totonicapán, EN., San Francisco el Alto, EN.
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Day 1

San Francisco el Alto
Through textiles and ideology we will share with you why the Maya Culture that has been named one

of the Mother Cultures of Humanity. You have the opportunity to set atop a gorgeous hill overlooking

Quetzaltenango Valley, San Francisco El Alto, which must be seen to believe. From the town you can

see the entire valley below on a clear day and the Santa Maria volcano.

 

The San Francisco el Alto market is full of farm and domestic animals, textiles and fabrics from

traditional wear, and many different vegetables. According to historian, Horacio Cabezas, the San

Francisco el Alto market is “the largest and biggest in Central America”.

Totonicapán, EN.
Totonicapán, Totonicapán, GT

Totonicapán is a crucial region for Guatemala's fight for independence. In 1820, the indigenous residents of
Totonicapán revolted against the government in response to excessive taxation imposed by the Spanish. The
rebellion is widely celebrated in Guatemala as the opening volley in the independence struggle. Today,
approximately 97% of the population of Totonicapan identify as indigenous (primarily K'iche 'Maya), and many
traditional activities like weaving continue to thrive among the inhabitants.

Se encuentra situado en la región Sur-Occidental de Guatemala. Limita al Norte con el departamento de
Huehuetenango; al Sur con el departamento de Sololá; al Este con el departamento de Quiché; y al Oeste con
el departamento de Quetzaltenango. La cabecera departamental se encuentra a una distancia de 203
kilómetros aproximadamente, de la ciudad capital.

La región que ocupa el moderno Totonicapán, fue la segunda provincia en importancia del señorío Quiché
gobernado desde Q'umarkaj durante la época precolombina y durante la época colonial fue parte del
corregimiento del mismo nombre. En 1820, hacia el final de la colonia, una revuelta indígena dirigida por
Atanasio Tzul se alzó contra las autoridades peninsulares y criollas, pero fue reprimeda por milicianos ladinos,
principalmente provenientes de San Carlos Sija.
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San Francisco el Alto, EN.
Totonicapan, GT

San Francisco El Alto is a municipality of the department of Totonicapán in the Republic of Guatemala, one of
its main characteristics in the height in which it is located and from where its name derives. The altitude of this
municipality is 2630 meters above sea level.
One of the main attractions of San Francisco El Alto is its colorful market, which is considered the largest in
the country and attracts thousands of buyers from the region, as well as domestic and foreign tourists.

The inhabitants affirm that to cross the market a minimum of 6 hours is used, since it is divided by products. In
the municipality there is also an imposing Catholic church that has murals and altarpieces dating from the
sixteenth century.
Due to its geographical position, the climate of the municipality is classified as cold for most of the time, since
the temperatures are maintained between 7 and 18 degrees Celsius during the day and the dawns reach
temperatures below the - 2 degrees Celsius.

In addition, San Francisco El Alto is located in an area of cloud forest. All geographical and cultural
characteristics make this destination, a place in Guatemala worth knowing
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